
DEAR FRIENDS OF ST. EUGENE’S,

We had important parent help, for which I 
am very thankful. Parents helped with the 
landscaping, the sealing and striping of 
the playgrounds and the lighting.  Many 
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It was great to see the eager and enthu-
siastic faces of our students as they 
started the 2009-2010 school year. 
Although the economic recession has 
dramatically affected many of 
our families, we are thankful 
for many blessings. Due to 
careful planning and budget-
ing in the past, we were able 
to offer twice as many fami-
lies tuition assistance as we 
have in the past. Our parish-
ioners donated generously to 
our tuition assistance fund so 
that our children could 
continue to receive a Catholic 
education. We were also able 
to finish a fabulous capital 
improvement project for the 
beginning of school.

The children thoroughly enjoy 
our new courtyard and pavil-
ion project. What a difference 
it makes for our children and 
the school in general. Not only do the 
students have a lovely new courtyard to 
enjoy, but they can also sit in protected 
areas for recess and lunch. I know for 
certain that the teachers will be using the 
pavilion areas as an outdoor classroom 
for special activities. The hope is that we 
can also use the courtyard for some of 
our school and community events.

We repaired the blacktop on the primary 
and upper grade blacktops and had them 
sealed and then restriped. We added 
some interesting games on the blacktop 
for the primary students, and had the 
map of the United States outlined on the 
upper grade yard. 

parents donated to the project, and many 
supported and helped in a variety of 
small ways. 

Our Parent Teacher Organization has 
many community events planned in an 
attempt to come together as a faith com-
munity, support each other and enjoy our 
children. The school year 2009-2010 
promises to be an exciting time for our 
children and our families! 

God bless you and your families.

Barbara Gasparini
Principal

ACCELERATED READER PROGRAM
The Accelerated Reader Program is a 
self-motivational enrichment tool used to 
promote the practice of reading.  
Students are able to select books at their 
appropriate reading and interest levels 
and read them at their own pace.  Follow-
ing their independent reading, they are 
able to take a short multiple-choice quiz 
to measure their comprehension. Quiz-
zes are automatically scored and a read-
ing practice report is printed to give 
immediate feedback to the student, as 
well as the teacher. 

We currently have over 575 titles that 
have corresponding quizzes available 
and are continually updating the school’s 
quiz list to match the students’ reading 
and interest levels.  In addition to student 
requests, the teachers and librarian also 
add titles that would either support the 
curriculum or serve to motivate and 
maximize reading growth. Current quiz 
lists are posted in the classrooms as well 
as the library. The library also has a 
selection of Accelerated Reader books 
that are labeled on the spine with a 
distinctive AR sticker and corresponding 
quiz information on the book pocket 
page. However, students are not limited 
to books in our circulation, but are 
encouraged to use other sources such 
as the public library.

The Accelerated Reader Program is available to students in kindergarten 
through eighth grade. Junior high students are required to participate, while it is 
optional, yet encouraged, in remaining grades and applied as extra credit. Each 
classroom is equipped with three versatile Neo II portable keyboards as well as 
a classroom com-
puter for students 
ready to take the 
reading practice 
quizzes.  In addi-
tion, quizzes may 
be taken in the 
library during 
study hall and in 
the computer lab 
during dedicated 
AR quiz class 
times or after 
school on Thurs-
days. 

This is an innova-
tive program 
implemented to 
provide opportu-
nity for our 
students to prac-
tice independent 
reading and further develop their comprehension skills. It is a self-paced and 
motivational tool implemented to help foster our students’ lifelong love of reading 
and learning.

ST. EUGENE’S SCHOOL SERVICE PROJECT
SCHOOL YEAR 2009-2010

This year St. Eugene’s Cathedral School is again support-
ing Sr. Elena’s mission in the city of San Salvador in the 
Central American country of El Salvador. Sr. Elena is a 
sister of St. Joseph of Orange and is a friend of our own 
fourth grade teacher and religion coordinator, Sr. Noreen. 
For several years we have supported Sr. Elena’s mission 
with the proceeds from skate nights and from Lenten dona-
tions. Each year we send about $4,000 to the mission, and 
Sr. Elena puts it to good use supporting the people of the 
mission.  

Last year, in September 2008, Sr. Elena came to visit the 
students and presented a powerful and inspiring slide show 
of her mission and its people. The students enjoyed Sr. 
Elena, and they responded to her joyful and peaceful 
nature. She communicated a deep sense of faith that has 
inspired the students to support Sister’s mission with their 
prayers, heart and treasure.  

We are looking forward to celebrating another Mission Day 
this spring in support of Sr. Elena’s mission. During last 

year’s Mission Day, the students looked colorful and spirited in 
the bright colors of El Salvador. The Student Council led the 
students in an inspiring prayer service honoring the many 
missionaries who have given so much of themselves to bring 
Christ to people all over the world. The students enjoyed a 
Mexican lunch and then spent time with their prayer partners in 
the afternoon. The kindergartners and eighth graders made 
colorful musical shakers, and the fourth and fifth graders made 
beautiful tissue paper flowers. Sr. Noreen also arranged for a 
“Mission Store” during Mission Day. The children and parents 
enjoyed choosing simple gifts, which were hand–made by the 
people of Sr. Elena’s mission in San Salvador. All the proceeds 
from the mission store were sent to the mission.  

Supporting Sr. Elena‘s mission in San Salvador has been a 
wonderful and inspiring service project for our students. They 
have learned what evangelization means, and they appreciate 
the role of selfless and faithful missionaries. The students are 
also learning that they are part of a global community and have 
a responsibility to help and support through prayer and actions 
those in need. 

SERVICE CLUB

St. Eugene’s Service Club is an organi-
zation open to sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade students, who are com-
mitted to serving others. Our purpose 
is to better serve the needs of our 
school, parish and community, to 
understand what it means to be an 
active Christian, to share ourselves as 
a faith community and to commit our-
selves to practice our faith with others.
          
Students track their hours of service in 
a booklet, which is updated periodically 

by the moderator.  Hours are posted in 
classrooms.  Awards are given for 
completion of 12 hours at the end of the 
school year. Students who have success-
fully completed service club hours for 
three years receive Presidential Awards 
at graduation.
You will often see the students working at 
pasta feeds, parish dinners, Oktoberfest 
dinners, Christmas Faires and the Family 
Support Center. St. Eugene’s School is 
very proud of this fine group of commit-
ted students.

OUR RECENT FUNDRAISER ST. EUGENE’S WALKATHON

Please visit our exciting web site at w w w . s t e u g e n e s c h . o r g  to keep up with our latest news 
and developments.  It is continually updated and enhanced offering you a current peek at our school.

We offer a 5 day per week program from which you may 
choose 2, 3 or 5 full-time or part-time places for your child.

Our hours are 7:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m.

We hope that you will come and visit our school to see all 
of the wonderful things that are happening.

Thank you to our wonderful school families at St. 
Eugene’s Preschool and St. Eugene’s Big School for 
making our Annual Halloween Harvest Event a success!

St. Eugene Cathedral Preschool is celebrating 15 years this 
year! We are very excited about this anniversary year and 
have a great class of children.

Our program offers a wide variety of learning experiences 
and is geared to the developmental needs of the individual 
child.

Our focus is on:
Fostering independence by enabling children to make their 
own decisions and choices throughout their classroom expe-
riences.
Encouraging their creative uniqueness
Supporting their developing language and socialization 
skills though interactions with peers and teachers, and
Promoting daily doses of FUN!

Keep your thoughts positive

  because your thoughts become your words.

Keep your words positive 

  because your words become your behaviors.

Keep your behaviors positive

  because your behaviors become your habits.

Keep your habits positive

  because your habits become your values.

Keep your values positive

  because your values become your destiny.
 ~ Gandhi

St. Eugene's Preschool

8th GRADERS
OFF TO THEIR RETREAT


